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SUBJECT: ROMANIANS TO PURSUE BELGRADE BASKET II PROPOSALS 
AT ECE PLENARY 

REF: STATE 79515 

1 . ROMANIAN EMBOFF (BESTELIU), ACTING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS, 
INFORMED DEPARTMENT MARCH 31 THAT ROMANIA WOULD TABLE 
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PROPOSALS AT UPCOMING ECE PLENARY SIMILAR TO ITS BELGRADE 
INITIATIVES, AND SOUGHT U.S. SUPPORT. BESTELIU MENTIONED 
ROMANIA'S BELGRADE PROPOSALS FOR COOPERATION IN 
AGRICULTURE, CREATION OF INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION CENTER, 

AND COOPERATION WITH DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

2. DEPARTMENT OFFICER NOTED THAT U.S. DOES NOT VIEW ECE 
PLENARY AS FOLLOW UP TO BELGRADE. BELGRADE CONCLUDING 
DOCUMENT HAD NOT MADE ANY SPECIFIC REQUESTS THAT THE 
ECE ADDRESS THESE TOPICS, AND BELGRADE CORRIDOR 
DISCUSSIONS AND DRAFTS WERE NOT INTENDED FOR, NOR RELEVANT 
TO ECE SESSION. DEPARTMENT OFFICER NOTED THAT IF ONE OF 
THE SUBJECTS IN WHICH ROMANIA IS INTERESTED IS ON THE 
AGENDA IN ANY EVENT (SUCH AS INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION), 

THEN U.S. APPRECIATED KNOWING THAT ROMANIA, AT I, FAST. 

INTENDED TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT ALONG THE LINES INDICATED. 

US. WOULD RESIST, HOWEVER, DISCUSSIONS NOT DIRECTLY 
RELATED TO LAST YEAR'S PLENARY OR THIS YEARS PROPOSED 
AGENDA (AND THE DOCUMENTS PREPARED FOR CURRENT SESSION). 

3. BESTELIU ALSO SAID THAT ROMANIA WILL SUPPORT SOVIET 
PROPOSAL ON HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS. DEPARTMENT OFFICER 
RESPONDED ALONG LINES PROVIDED EMBASSY MOSCOW ON 
CONTINGENCY BASIS (REFTEL). 
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4. BESTELIU ALSO SOUGHT U.S. SUPPORT FOR ROMANIAN VICE- 
CHAIRMAN FOR 1979-80. NOTED THAT A DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER WILL HEAD ROMANIAN DELEGATION AND SAID ROMANIA 
WILL SEEK AGREEMENT AT PLENARY THAT BUCHAREST MEETING 

ON UN CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT 
TAKE PLACE AT MINISTERIAL OR QUOTE OTHER POLITICAL 
DECISION-MAKING LEVEL UNQUOTE. DEPARTMENT OFFICER WAS 
NON-COMMITTAL. 

5. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT ROMANIAN DESIRE 
TO REHASH BELGRADE BASKET II ISSUES IN THEIR ENTIRETY 
CAN BE EASILY HANDLED DURING PLENARY. GENEVA AND NATO 
ECONAD REQUESTED TO INFORM SELECTED COUNTERPARTS 
INFORMALLY AS YOU DEEM ADVISABLE OF ROMANIAN APPROACH 
OUTLINED PARAGRAPH ONE ABOVE AND OUR VIEWS, AS GIVEN IN 
PARAGRAPH TWO. REACTIONS NOT REQUESTED UNLESS IT 
SURFACES THAT OTHER EASTERN COUNTRIES TAKING SIMILAR 
TACK. VANCE 
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